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Geospatial Task Force Conference Call

Wednesday, May 27, 2009

12:00 – 1:30 pm Eastern Time
Agenda
I.
Updates

· User’s Conference: 
· A participant from GoMOOS observed that there was a lot of discussion of WMS and WFS, which is useful for representing point sources/feature oriented data for facilities, buoys, and other datasets.  However, for retrieving data, he thinks that Sensor Observation Service (also an OGC standard) is needed. John Davidson (Image Matters) agreed that SOS is a more appropriate and efficient way to get at measurement data.
· Julia Harrell gave a re-cap and updates on an EN – Geo pilot project discussion at the User’s Conference (more detail on pilot project ideas below).  Her slides from the User’s Conference Geo session are posted on the EN Wiki.
· EN-Geo Related Grant Projects:
· IOWA is working on a data flow of water assessment data on rivers and lakes. Iowa is following Minnesota’s pilot to send attributes and National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) events to EPA’s ATTAINS database.

· NORTH CAROLINA - The Eastern band of the Cherokee Nation and the Secretary of State are going to build a small open source data transfer capability to allow local governments to transform all their parcel data with land use information to a community schema and push it up to the state node, so it can aggregated for various interested parties. Currently, there are 100 different counties and mapping systems, so North Carolina is using the Exchange Network to do some of that heavy lifting.
· NEW JERSEY is working on a water quality EN grant and a NJ-GeoWeb interactive mapping application that links data, reports, and documents to features and services in a profile mode on the Internet in a browser. The WQDE (Water Quality Data Exchange) profile in NJ-GeoWeb will use normalized water program data from the various water programs in the NJ Department of Environmental Protection in Oracle as well as USEPA Storet and USGS NWIS Web Services for info "live" on the web in NJ-GeoWeb.  WTL and Water Quality will hang off the NHD network.  NJ will be able to report to the feds and make decisions faster with these tools.
· OGC: Raj Singh shared weblinks from a recent conference he attended and links to upcoming events the GeoCOI might be interested in.
Where 2.0

Google: http://en.oreilly.com/where2009/public/schedule/detail/9155 

Yahoo!: http://en.oreilly.com/where2009/public/schedule/detail/7245 

Nokia: http://en.oreilly.com/where2009/public/schedule/detail/7892 

Raj's take: http://www.rajsingh.org/blog/ 

Events
OGC: http://www.opengeospatial.org/event 

ESIP: http://wiki.esipfed.org/index.php/July_7-10,_2009,_ESIP_Federation_Meeting,_Santa_Barbara,_CA 

GeoWeb: http://geoweb.org/ 
OWS-6 webinar: http://www.opengeospatial.org/pressroom/pressreleases/1019
· FRS 3.0: The FRS 3.0 spec is basically done and the schema is in the development/testing stage.  When the FRS 3.0 schema is approved, it will be used with the HERE 2.0 flow. The primary facility location in FRS 3.0 uses GeoRSS GML for points. The schema enables point, lines, polygons and envelopes. The Where tag was not used in the FRS 3.0 schema. 

II.
 
Future projects and goals for the EN Geo COI
· Future Directions.  The Geo COI group talked about what this group would like to achieve in the future. Participants suggested that this group:

· Actively push the envelope on integrating geo into the Exchange Network
· Define the scope for and build a pilot project
· Develop something that explains the key concepts or potential directions for geo on the EN for a broader audience with a lower-level understanding of geospatial connections on the EN.  This could include:
· Development of operational scenarios in which geo is playing a role in the operation of nodes and the interchange of data to the flows (i.e.,  a concept of operations for geo on the Exchange Network)
· Identification of early natural scenarios for geo data (points and beyond) on the Exchange Network through a survey of the existing business processes. 
· Pilot Project.  Julia Harrell shared some geo plug-in ideas that were discussed at the EN User’s Conference that she is interested in pursuing, possibly through a multi-state Challenge Grant.  Some participants expressed interest in helping her think through these ideas.  Details on possible plug-ins ideas are as follows:
· Plugin to allow easy publishing of any EN GeoRSS GML data feeds as a public OGC WMS/WFS/KML service so that GIS end users can consume data without having to know anything about the Exchange Network web services, or need a NAAS login. This would be done with some level of integration with GeoServer, an open source GIS application server platform. Option to also produce a secure OGC WMS/WFS/KML service that would require a NAAS login. http://geoserver.org/display/GEOS/Welcome
· Plugin to do address standardization/geocoding so that any XML Exchange Network data flow (tabular data) with street addresses can be automatically exposed as point locations in a GeoRSS GML data feed (or WMS/WFS/KML, via plugin #1).  Hopefully this could be through a partnership with the folks from the USC GIS Research Lab, who have been building some cool software and would like to open source it, but need a little more funding to get the software into a modular, easy to deploy state.  https://webgis.usc.edu/Services/
· Plugin to expose any Exchange Network data flow with a geospatial component as a searchable entry in ENDS2.0 (Exchange Network Discovery Services) that looks and acts just like an OGC Catalog Services for the Web (CS-W) entry. This would be done through some level of ENDS2.0 integration with Geo Network, an open source Catalog Service for the Web software. It would also make all the Exchange Network data services searchable and findable through Geospatial One Stop. http://geonetwork-opensource.org/
· Geo-synchronization service plugin to allow users to query any spatially enabled data flow and get back only changes or updates added after a user-defined date; and subscribe to a notification service so that when new features are added to the dataset behind a data flow, a message announcing the availability of new data would be sent to anyone who subscribes to the notification service.
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